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one of the seven, who stand before
the Lordo (Iffiscthe 12:

Sts. Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael -
Feast September 29

Angels are special messengers for God, but the three Archangels
Michael, Gabriel and Raphael are the only angels named in Sacred
Scripture, and all three have important roles in the history of
salvation.

Saint Michael is the "Prince of the Heavenly Host," the leader of all
the angels. His name is Hebrew for "Who is like God?" and was
the battle cry of the good angels against Lucifer and his followers
when they rebelled against God. He is mentioned four times in the
Bible, in Daniel 10 and 12, in the letter of Jude, and in

century.

- COINESN D E R BECO Wicﬂﬂeﬁwhose forces cast down Lucifer and the evil spirits into

Hell, is invoked for protection against Satan and all evil. Pope Leo

s er v exdll, im1B99, having had a prophetic vision of the evil that would
ree

Beiinfliated wpon the Church and the world in the 20th century,

Jewish Book of Enoch that provide the
names of the other four: Saragael,
Remiel, Uriel, and Raquel. All of the
archangels have roles of spiritual
guidance and intervention.

The memorials of Gabriel and Raphael
were added to the Roman calendar in
1921. The 1970 revision of the
calendar joined their feasts to
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performs a different mission in
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Revelation. Mi chael appears in Dani el 6scnptre Mehgel protects;Gagrigl

princed who defends Israel agai nawpounces fRaphaglgyides, Earlier bejief thapinexplgaple gvengsy
Revelation, he |l eads Godds ar mi e‘@eretdldatofthieﬁCHOPSO(/SP"@‘{a%"?”‘QShBS\Q'Her“WQVFPé‘ force
of evil. Devotion to Michael is the oldest angelic devotion, rising in scientific world-view and a different sense of cause and effect. Yet

the East in the fourth century. The Church in the West began to believers still experience Godos

observe a feast honoring Michael and the angels in the fifth

guidance in ways which defy description. We cannot dismiss
angels too lightly.
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