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A WORD FROM THE PASTOR:

Yes, the liturgy is, first of all, prayer; its specificity consists in the
fact that its primary project is not ourselves (as in private prayer
and in popular religiosity), but God himself. The liturgy is actio
divina, God acts and we respond to this divine action. Speaking
about God and speaking with God must always go together. The
proclamation of God is the guide to communion with God in
fraternal communion, founded and vivified by Christ. This is why
the liturgy and the sacraments are not a secondary to the
preaching of the living God, but they are the realization of our
relationship with God.
Therefore, we here at St. Helena MUST always be fundamentally
a COMMUNITY OF PRAYER. And, THIS continues to be one of
our top priorities and a very concrete way in which our parish will
actively participate in the New Evangelization, and in the weeks
and months ahead, we will offer MANY different prayer forms and
experiences here. They will not ALL be for EVERYONE, but some
of them WILL be for YOU and for all those people you know who
are NOT happy and joyful people and who are seeking a better
path to happiness, which is essential to transform our civilization
back into one of joy, happiness, and love.
Fr. David

THE NEW EVANGELIZATION:
Building a Civilization of Love
Now that we have all been pumped up by our Easter Celebration
here at St. Helena, it is time that we plunge headlong into life’s
most fundamental question: “How can we live a truly Human Life?”
And living a truly Human life cannot be realized by itself. Our life is
an open question, an incomplete project, still to be brought to
fruition and realized. Every person seeks to learn the art of living,
which is the path toward happiness.
Therefore, to evangelize means to teach the art of living. At the
beginning of his public life Jesus says: I have come to evangelize
the poor (Luke 4:18); this means: I have the
response to your fundamental question, and
I will show you the path of life, the path
toward happiness because I am that path.
The deepest poverty is the inability to be
people of love and joy. To live a tedious life
is absurd and contrary to the Gospel. Yet,
THIS poverty is what is most widespread
today, in very different forms in both the
materially rich as well as the poor countries.
The inability to be joyful presupposes and produces the inability to
love, and it produces jealousy, avarice, and all the other defects
that devastate the life of individuals and of the world.

LAST KNOWN CRISTERO SOLDIER IN MEXICO
DIES AT 103
The last known surviving soldier of the Cristero War, Juan Daniel
Macías Villegas, died last month in his home town of San Julián,
Mexico. He was 103 years old.

This is why we are in need of a New Evangelization. We must
recover the art of living which can only be communicated by the
One who has Life, He who is the Gospel personified.

The attendees walked in procession almost two miles to the
cemetery next to the “Cristero National Guard,” a Catholic
organization that seeks to preserve the memory of the martyrs
who died during the religious persecution in Mexico in the early
20th century.

The Church always evangelizes and has never interrupted the
path of evangelization. She celebrates the eucharistic mystery
every day, administers the sacraments, proclaims the word of
life—the Word of God, and commits herself to the causes of
justice and charity. And this evangelization bears fruit: It gives light
and joy; it gives the path of life to many people; many others live,
often unknowingly, off the light and the warmth that radiate from
this permanent evangelization. However, we can see a
progressive process of de-Christianization and a loss of the
essential human values, which is worrisome.

Mexico's Cristero War was sparked by anti-clerical legislation being
passed by the Mexican President Elías Calles in 1926. The laws
banned religious orders, deprived the Church of property rights
and denied priests civil liberties, including the right to trial by jury
and the right to vote. As the restrictions on religious liberty
increased, Catholics could be fined or imprisoned for teaching
Church doctrine, wearing clerical attire, meeting together after
their convents were disbanded, promoting religious life or holding
religious services in non-church locations. The persecution became
so fierce that thousands of Catholics began to forcibly resist,
fighting under the slogan and banner of “Cristo Rey” (Christ the
King).

The New Evangelization cannot mean: immediately attracting the
large masses that have distanced themselves from the Church by
using new and more refined methods. Large things always begin
with a small seed. We know that everything begins with prayer.
Remember, Jesus preached by day and then prayed at night. The
essence of Christ's message is the gift of a new friendship, the gift
of communion with Jesus and thereby with God. We are all called
to convert to Christ, and "Conversion" (metanoia) means to come
out of self-sufficiency, to discover and accept our indigence—the
indigence of others and of the Other, His forgiveness, His
friendship. An unconverted life is self-justification (I am not worse
than the others); whereas, conversion is humility in entrusting
oneself to the love of the Other, a love that becomes the measure
and the criteria of my own life.
Therefore, evangelization must, first of all, speak about God and
proclaim the only true God: the Creator—the Sanctifier—and the
Judge. But God cannot be made known with words alone. One
does not really know a person if one only knows about this person
secondhand. To proclaim God is to invite people to have a true
relationship with God, and we begin by teaching people how to
pray. Prayer is faith in action. And only by experiencing life with
God does the evidence of his existence appear. This is why
schools of prayer and communities of prayer are SO important.
There is a complementarity between personal prayer ("in one's
room," alone in front of God's eyes), "para-liturgical" prayer in
common ("popular religiosity”), and liturgical prayer.

Macías was among those who fought the persecution. Born on
July 21, 1912 in a town called Rancho de los Palos Verdes, he was
baptized by a priest named Father Narciso Elizondo, the same one
who years later blessed him when he took up arms. When he was
13 years old, he started to fight with the “Cristeros” under the
famed General Victoriano Ramírez and was part of his squadron
called “the Dragons of El Catorce.” He took part in various
campaigns in the Jalisco and Guanajuato highlands area, and in
the second Cristero campaign (1935-1937) under the command of
Lauro Rocha.
After the war, Macías lived in the rural community of San Julián
until the day he died. This area produces milk and raises cattle,
and also was the first town to take up arms on January 1, 1927
against the repressive government laws of that time.

ST. STANISLAUS - April 11
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Stanislaus (July 26, 1030 - April 11, 1079) was born of noble
parents on July 26th at Szczepanow near Cracow, Poland. He was
educated at Gnesen and was ordained there. He was given a
canonry by Bishop Lampert Zula of Cracow, who made him his

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
preacher, and soon he became noted for his preaching. He
became a much sought after spiritual adviser. He was successful
in his reforming efforts, and in 1072 was named Bishop of
Cracow.
Stanisław's initial conflict with King Bolesław the Bold was over a
land dispute. The Bishop had purchased for the diocese a piece of
land on the banks of the Vistula River near Lublin from a certain
Peter (Piotr), but after Piotr's death the land had been claimed by
his family. The King ruled for the claimants, but - according to
legend - Stanisław resurrected Piotr so that he could confirm that
he had sold the land to the Bishop.
A more substantial conflict with King Bolesław arose after a
prolonged war in Ruthenia, when weary warriors returned home
only to discover that royal overseers were taking over their estates
and their wives, but the King only punished the soldiers' faithless
wives very cruelly and was criticized for it by Bishop Stanisław. He
incurred the enmity of King Boleslaus when he denounced the
King's cruelties and injustices and especially his kidnapping of the
beautiful wife of a nobleman. When Stanislaus excommunicated
the King and stopped services at the Cathedral when Boleslaus
entered, Boleslaus himself killed Stanislaus while the Bishop was
saying Mass in a chapel outside the city on April 11. The murder
stirred outrage through the land and led to the dethronement of
King Bolesław, who had to seek refuge in Hungary and was
succeeded by his brother, Władysław I Herman.
Stanislaus has long been the symbol of Polish nationhood. He was
canonized by Pope Innocent IV in 1253 and is the principle patron
of Cracow, the site of this year's World Youth Day. His feast day is
April 11th.

CONFIRMATION IS THE PERFECTION OF BAPTISM
Confirmation is the second of the three Sacraments of Initiation,
with Baptism being the first and Holy Communion the third.
Confirmation is regarded as the perfection of Baptism, because,
as the introduction to the Rite of Confirmation states: “by the
sacrament of Confirmation, [the baptized] are more perfectly
bound to the Church and are enriched with a special strength of
the Holy Spirit. Hence they are, as true witnesses of Christ, more
strictly obliged to spread and defend the faith by word and deed.”
Many people think of the laying on of hands, which signifies the
descent of the Holy Spirit, as the central act in the Sacrament of
Confirmation. However, the actual essential element is the
anointing of the confirmand (the person being confirmed) with
chrism (an aromatic oil that has been consecrated by a bishop),
accompanied by the words "Be sealed with the Gift of the Holy
Spirit.” This seal is a consecration, representing the safeguarding
by the Holy Spirit of the graces conferred on the Christian at
Baptism.
As the Catechism of the Catholic Church points out, "The ordinary
minister of Confirmation is the bishop." Each bishop is a successor
to the apostles, upon whom the Holy Spirit descended at
Pentecost, which was the Church’s first Confirmation.
The Acts of the Apostles mentions the apostles imparting the Holy
Spirit to believers by the laying on of hands (Acts 8:15-17 and
19:6). The Church has always stressed this connection of
confirmation, through the bishop, to the ministry of the apostles,
but She has developed two different ways of doing so.
In the Eastern Catholic and Orthodox Churches, the three
sacraments of initiation are administered at the same time to
infants. Children are baptized, confirmed (or "chrismated"), and
receive Communion (in the form of the Sacred Blood, the
consecrated wine), all in the same ceremony, and always in that
order. A priest performs the confirmation, using chrism
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consecrated by a bishop.

In the Western Church, there is a
separation in time of the Sacrament of
Confirmation from the Sacrament of
Baptism. This allowed infants to be
baptized soon after birth, while the bishop
could confirm many Christians at the same
time, even years after baptism. Eventually,
the current custom of performing
Confirmation several years after First
Communion developed, but the Church
continues to the stress the original order of
the sacraments.
However, even in the West, priests can be
authorized by their bishops to perform confirmations, and adult
converts are routinely baptized and confirmed by priests. All those
who have been baptized are eligible to be confirmed, and, while
the Western Church suggests receiving the sacrament after
reaching the "age of reason" (around seven years old), it can be
received at any time. A confirmand must be in a state of grace. If
the sacrament is not received immediately after Baptism, the
confirmand should participate in the Sacrament of Penance before
Confirmation.
The Sacrament of Confirmation confers special graces of the Holy
Spirit upon the person being confirmed, just as such graces were
granted to the Apostles on Pentecost. Like Baptism, therefore, it
can only be performed once, and Confirmation increases and
deepens all of the graces granted at Baptism.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church lists five effects of
Confirmation:



it roots us more deeply in the divine filiation [as sons of God]
which makes us cry, "Abba! Father!";
 it unites us more firmly to Christ;
 it increases the gifts of the Holy Spirit in us;
 it renders our bond with the Church more perfect;
 it gives us a special strength of the Holy Spirit to spread and
defend the faith by word and action as true witnesses of
Christ, to confess the name of Christ boldly, and never to be
ashamed of the Cross.
Because Confirmation perfects our baptism, we are obliged to
receive it "in due time." Any Catholic who did not receive
Confirmation at Baptism or as part of his religious education during
grade school or high school should contact a priest here at
St. Helena and arrange to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
50/50 DRAWING: The April 3 winners are: No. 101 & No. 116 @ $30

OFFERING ENVELOPES
Sunday, April 3, 2016
$4,516.97
Our weekly budget, (Nuestro presupuesto semanal es) $4,231.00

Thank you to everyone for your generosity and for your support
and for all that you do for St. Helena’s Parish. You are always
welcome here at St. Helena. We are your spiritual home. Your
support means a lot, and together, we are making a difference.
Envelope users: Please enter the amount of your donation on
the envelope in the space provided. This will be a big help to us
when counting the collection. Also, it is usually not necessary to
tape or staple the envelope closed. Your help is appreciated.
Gracias a todos por su generosidad y por todo lo que hacen por
esta Iglesia de St. Helena.
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FAMILY SESSION-The next English Family Session will
be held April 17 after the 10:30AM Mass.
SPANISH FAMILY SESSION and SPANISH FIRST
COMMUNION SESSION will be held on April 10 after
the Noon Mass.
CONFIRMATION CLASS-The next session for
St. Helena School 7th Graders will take place on
Tuesday, April 12 after school. For mor e infor mation,
call Fr. Richard at 718-892-3232.
CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE-The Confirmation Scarf
Mass will be held at 7PM on Monday, April 11. Everyone is
welcome to attend.
Bishop John Jenik will confirm 40 young parishioners at
3PM on Saturday, April 16 in the main chur ch. Ever yone
is welcome to attend this wonderful sacramental celebration.
FRENCH MASS will be held at 7PM in the Chur ch on
Saturday, April 23, which will be followed by a r eception
in the gym. The Mass is a Memorial Mass for Louise Jouego
(age 81).
CONSIDER USING PARISH PAY as your way to
support your church. We live in an age of on-line banking
and bill paying. If you are a person that likes to handle your
financial affairs mostly on line, then consider using Parish
Pay. It is easy and convenient. It lets you have weekly
offerings automatically debited from a checking account or
credit card. No more forgetting to bring the checkbook or
having to stop at the ATM on Sunday morning. You choose
how much and how often to give, and what payment method
to use. You can also make special offertory donations for
capital campaigns, special events, and holy days, and second
collections. With Parish Pay you can support the works of
our parish even if travel or bad weather keeps you from
Mass on a given weekend. Think and pray about it. Then, if
you want to begin using Parish Pay as your way of
supporting St. Helena, go to our website
www.churchofsthelena.com and click the Parish Pay link.
THE ANNUAL ARCHDIOCESE FOR THE
MILITARY SERVICES COLLECTION-will be taken up
this weekend, April 9 & 10. Established by Pope Saint John
Paul II in 1985, this special archdiocese for the military is
the only source of Catholic chaplains and provides the
Church's full range of pastoral ministries to those serving in
the United States Armed Forces. Please be generous.
ENGLISH BIBLE STUDY COURSE-Our second
semester English Bible Study is called THE BIBLE
TIMELINE. It is a 24-week course that surveys the
highlights of the Bible story. The course meets every
Tuesday fr om 7:30 pm to 9 pm. Our next class is
Tuesday, April 12, and we will study the divided Kingdom
and the Prophets.
PARISH BOOKSIGNING-Sr. Louis Finn, CND, who
works at Villa Maria Academy in the Bronx will be at the
St. Helena Bookstore on Sunday, April 17 at 10:30AM for a
book signing of her latest book The Seed That Became A
Garden: The Story of St. Marguerite Bourgeoys. The
paperback book is published by St. Pauls and will be
available for $10, and Sr. Finn will be present Sunday
morning to autograph copies. They may make nice First
Communion and Confirmation presents as well as birthday
and graduation gifts.

















TAX DEDUCTION DONATION RECEIPTS-are still
available in the rectory. If you itemize your taxes, you can
obtain or enjoy tax benefits from the government for your
financial or gift-in-kind donations to St. Helena's Church and
School, these include your weekly and special collection
contributions, but they do not include tuition payments.
Contact the rectory at 718-892-3232 for more details.
BLESSED EASTER WATER-is now available in the
rectory. You may bring your own bottles, or there are some
available for purchase in the bookstore.
NEW YORK CATHOLIC YOUTH DAY-Join over 1,000
Catholic youth for a day of faith, fun, music, and speakers on
Saturday, April 30 fr om 9AM - 5PM at St. J oseph's
Seminary, Yonkers. Cost $20 before April 9 and $25 after.
Register online at OYMNY.org/NY-Catholic-Youth-Day.
MOTHER TERESA OF CALCUTTA will be made a
saint on Sept. 4. Pope Francis made the announcement on
Tuesday. Approval from the pontiff marks the definitive
stage in the path to sainthood for the Albanian nun, who
became reputed globally for her charity work in India.
Mother Teresa’s canonization will come almost exactly 19
years after her death on Sept. 5, 1997, a relatively speedy
sainthood for the Catholic Church.
FLEA MARKET-The next Flea Market will be held on
Sun., April 17 fr om 10AM-3PM in the Family Center .
BIG TICKET RAFFLE ITEMS NEEDED-Are you
looking for a tax break as well as a way to support
St. Helena's, then consider donating a big ticket item to our
Community "Fun" Day Raffle. This year, our parish "Fun"
Day will take place on Saturday, June 25, and the raffle is
the major parish fundraiser of the event. If you have a big
ticket item you would like to donate for that raffle, please
contact the rectory at 718-892-3232 as soon as possible.
Thank you for your support.
PARISH WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES-Anyone who is
celebrating their 25th, 30th, 40th, 45th, 50th, 55th and higher
wedding anniversary are invited to participate in our Parish
Anniversary Celebration on May 22 at both the 10:30AM
(English) and Noon (Spanish) Masses. Please contact the
Parish Office and let us know which special anniversary you
are celebrating.
FACILITATOR TRAINING for Potential Leaders of the
DIVORCE SURVIVAL GUIDE-St. Helena is the Patron
Saint of the Divorced, and it would be appropriate to have a
ministry to the divorced and separated here at the parish.
Facilitator training will take place on Saturday, April 23
from 1:30 - 4:30 PM at St. Bar nabas (Considine Center )
Bronx, NY. If you are interested in this training, contact the
parish office at 718-892-3232.
ST. GIANNA MASS-This year's St. Gianna Mass for
couples suffering infertility and recurrent miscarriage will be
on Thursday, April 28, 2016—the feast of St. Gianna—at
6:30 PM at the Chur ch of St. Cather ine of Siena, 411
East 68th Street, Manhattan. Couples suffering infertility, as
well as their families and friends, are cordially invited to
attend. Following the Mass there will be veneration of the
relics of St. Gianna; an opportunity to meet with Creighton
physicians and practitioners who specialize in assisting
couples with infertility; and a light reception. For further info
please call Sr. Shirley Ann at the Family Life/Respect Office
at (212) 371-1011 x3195, or email sr.shirleyann@archny.org .














PILGRIMAGE OF NY 2016 YEAR OF MERCY-The top
of Manhattan to the bottom of Manhattan! We will be walking
the length of Manhattan, visiting churches in honor of the
Year of Mercy! We will visit two churches named after two
saints who are examples of God's Mercy: Saints Peter and
Paul. Plus we will visit two churches that have designated
Holy Doors for this jubilee year: St Frances Xavier Cabrini
Shrine and St Patrick's Cathedral. This walk is a total of 13.5
total miles! Saturday, April 16, 2016 (Rain date: Saturday,
September 17, 2016) 9:00 A.M-Opening Prayers at The
Shrine of St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, 701 Fort Washington
Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10040. 6:15 P.M-Pilgrims' Mass
at The Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, 7 State Street,
New York, N.Y. 10004. You must register in advance at
www.pofnvc.org in order to participate in this event.
McGINLEY LECTURE AT FORDHAM UNIVERSITYRev. Patrick J. Ryan, S.J., the Laurence J. McGinley
Professor of Religion and Society at Fordham, will deliver
the annual Spring McGinley Lecture, "Making War, Making
Peace: Jewish, Christian and Muslim Attitudes," on Tuesday,
April 19, 2016 at 6:00 PM on the Lincoln Center Campus
in Manhattan. It will be repeated on Wed., April 20, 2016 at
6:00 PM on the Rose Hill Campus in The Br onx. The
lecture will be followed by responses from Professor Sarit
Kaftan Gribetz of Fordham University and Professor
Mehnaz Afride of Manhattan College. The lecture is free and
open to the public. For further information please call
718-817-4745; e-mail mcgchair@ fordham.edu.; or check
the website www.fordham.edu/mcginleychair.
INTERDISCIPLINARY AND PRACTICAL
PERSPECTIVES TO BUILDING GOOD ECONOMIES
-A Conference Celebrating Modern Catholic Social
Teaching Apr. 20–22, Pope Auditor ium/Lowenstein
Center/Lincoln Center Campus of Fordham University. Join
internationally renowned thinkers and dynamic leaders to
address the challenges—and the necessity—of building good
economies for the 21st century. Plenary sessions are free and
open to the public. Opening Lecture: How Can Markets Help
Close the Gaps Between Rich and Poor? Presented by
Hernando de Soto, Economist and President, Institute for
Liberty & Democracy Lima, Peru. Wed., Apr. 20 from 6-8.
ASSISTED SUICIDE EDUCATIONAL EVENT-Learn
the facts about this important legislative issue on Saturday,
April 23 fr om 1-4:30PM AT ST. BARNABAS
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL. For more information, call
718-324-1478.
ADORATION CHAPEL-Holy Cross Parish, 620 Thieriot
Avenue, has a new Adoration Chapel, which is open
Monday-Friday from 10AM - 9PM..
A COURSE IN MIRACLES-Rogier F. van Vlissingen is
teaching a 13-week class A Course in Miracles every Sunday
at St. Helena’s from 3 to 4:30 PM in the Family Life Center
For more information, call 917-549-0959. A suggested
donation is $7/session.
THE GIRL’S SCHOOL ADVANTAGE a fr ee, school
fair that highlights the advantage of a single sex education
for girls and young women, will be held on Sunday, May 1
from 1 - 2:30PM at the New Yor k Academy of Medicine,
1216 Fifth Avenue. Come and learn about the girl's schools
available in this area. Visit www.ncgs.org/GSA/NYC.

Please Pray for the Sick of our Parish
Valeria Reid, Joanne Frances Bernadette Sanabria, Jonah Hortaleza,
Lucy Cannavacciuolo, Joan Ricci, Sylvia Carballo, Ruben Mercado,
Mike Adorno, Joyce Hoyt, Silverio Guzmann, Carmelle and Nicole
Antoine, Sr. Marie Murphy, Catherine Holden, Eustaguia Mejias,
Maria Gonzalez, Indrowdi Sadu, Rosa Pena, Brenda Jackson
Please Pray for the Deceased and their Grieving Families:

Mariana Napolitano, Myrta Judith Tarrion, Conrad Bayne,
Ana Neira, Santa Santana, Diane Munoz, Julio Parrilla,
Don Owen Campbell, Nelly Torres, Fr. John Halborg,
Fr. Eugene Kosnik, Msgr. John Gallagher,
Fr. Charles Newburn, Sch.P., Lydia Foster,
Nereida Vazquez de La Cruz Garcia, Francisco Perez





















FRANCISCO PEREZ (age 37) Funer al Mass, Monday,
April 11 at 10AM in the Chur ch.
THE NEW YORK CATHOLIC BIBLE SUMMIT-will
take place on Saturday, June 18 at the New York Catholic
Center, 350 East 56th Street, NY. Online registration at:
www.nyfaithformation.org
SUCCESSFULLY APPLY FOR AFFORDABLE
HOUSING-An informal panel presentation on Wednesday,
April 13 fr om 6-8:30PM at the Br onx Museum of the
Arts, 1040 Grand Concourse, featuring resource tables about
eviction prevention, how to freeze your rent, apartment
sharing, legal services, IDNYC, and immigration assistance.
For more info, contact: molivero@bronxbp.nyc.gov
FREE RAIN BARREL GIVEAWAY on Sat., April 16
from 9AM - 1PM at The Br onx Town Hall, 4101 White
Plains Rd., BX. Using a rain barrel is a great way to save on
your water bill and alleviate flooding. Due to the high
volume of requests, call 718-881-4455 to pre-register.
FREE HOME ENERGY ASSESSMENT for owner s of 14 family homes through the New York State Energy
Research and Development Agency. Call 646-400-5437 for
more information.
FOOD STAMP APPLICATIONS-A professionally trained
ReServe worker will help you apply for Food Stamps on
Wednesday April 20 fr om 10AM - 3PM at PEP, 1525
Unionport Rd., Bx. Call 718-409-1619 for an appointment.
MEETING THE NEEDS OF BRONX CHILDREN
WITH AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER-This free
workshop will take place on Monday, April 18 from 3:304:30PM at the Metro Community Health Center , 979
Cross Bronx Service Road North, BX. To register, call
718-665-7565 X8746.
BRONX CANCER SURVIVOR PROGRAM SEEKS
VOLUNTEERS to become a BOLD Buddy, people who
provide treatment companionship, clinic visits, and phone
support to newly diagnosed cancer patients or who reach out
to women with abnormal breast findings. For more
information, call 718-430-4044.
ADULT DIAPERS-If you or a loved one is in need of adult
diapers, contact the rectory at 718-892-3232 to obtain
information on how you can obtain some.
CHILD NUTRITION JOB AVAILABLE-Do you have
extensive experience in the field of Child Nutrition? There is
a job available in this field now open in the Archdiocese of
New York. Contact the parish office for more details.
CATHOLIC INTERNET RADIO-Oremus
Communications offers daily at 12:05PM Our Lady of
Fatima Novena and Family Rosary Program among other





programs. Log on to: www.oremuscomms.com and click on
Listen Live.
NURSING HOME VOLUNTEER MEDICAL ESCORT
NEEDED-A nearby nursing home needs a volunteer to help
with patient care and assistance. Transportation is provided.
No car is required. For more info, call Janet at 917-420-4357.
GROUND FLOOR APARTMENT AVAILABLE-In the
Soundview area, six spacious rooms. Call the rectory at
718-892-3232 for more information.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

ANUNCIOS EN ESPANOL








UNA FE BIEN CONSTRUIDA: El P. Nelson anuncia la
iniciación de este curso que tanta falta hace en nuestra
Iglesia. Necesitamos formarnos en nuestra fe desde las bases.
Qué significa ser Católico? Puedes explicar le a tus hijos
algo sobre la fe en la que los quieres bautizar? Puedes
explicarte a ti mismo por qué eres Católico y cuáles son las
bases de tu fe? Ser Católico o no ser Católico marca alguna
diferencia en tu vida? Necesitamos conocer aquello que
decimos creer. No podemos amar lo que no conocemos. Ven
a esta clase y juntos iniciemos la maravillosa experiencia de
profundizar en el camino de fe que Jesús nos dejó a través de
su Iglesia. Todas las clases son los martes de 7.30 pm a 9
pm. Clase de introducción: 12 de abril en la Iglesia. La
primera parte del curso consta de seis semanas que van desde
el martes 19 de abril hasta el martes 24 de mayo. Después de
la misa del domingo 10 de abril se inician las inscripciones.
FECHAS DE SACRAMENTOS: La Confirmación se
realizará el sábado 16 de abril a las 3 pm. La Primera
Comunión se r ealizar á el sábado 30 de abr il a las 10 am.
CATEQUESIS: Sesiones en Español tanto par a las
familias como para la Primera Comunión, abril 10 después
de la misa de 12 en la cafetería. Padres de familia, es su
responsabilidad asistir a estas reuniones.
FLEA MARKET: El pr óximo Flea Mar ket se r ealizar á el
día 17 de abril de 10 am a 3 pm.
AGUA BENDITA DE PASCUA: Está disponible en la
rectoría. Trae tu propia botella o compra una en la librería.

BUEN DIA, HERMANOS:
Siempre es bueno saber en qué punto del calendario litúrgico nos
encontramos. Esta es una buena técnica para comprender de una
manera más organizada y metódica la manera como la Iglesia nos
entrega la Palabra de Dios. Una mejor comprensión de la Palabra
de Dios y entrar en el “ritmo” al que la Iglesia nos invita,
significa comenzar a tener una mejor relación con Jesús mismo
(quien no conoce la Biblia no conoce a Jesucristo, San Jerónimo)
y tener una mejor relación con Jesús necesariamente significa
comprender mejor el plan de Dios y por lo tanto comenzar a
“ver” la acción del Espíritu Santo en nuestras vidas. Es vital en
nuestro proceso como cristianos, que estas ‘historias’ que vamos
escuchando progresivamente a través del año no se queden
solamente en historias que un día sucedieron y que están lejanas a
nosotros.
No, Dios se revela a nosotros porque quiere que lo conozcamos y
para que conociéndolo a Él nos conozcamos mejor a nosotros. Y
todo esto, vivido de una manera permanente, es lo que va
produciendo -poco a poco- en nuestras vidas, en nuestras
actitudes, en nuestras palabras y en nuestras acciones unos

cambios que van haciendo de nosotros personas nuevas y
renovadas. A ese proceso lo llamamos conversión y este es uno
de las más grandes milagros que podemos presenciar en nuestra
existencia. Ver cómo la Palabra de Dios transforma a un
hermano… mejor, apreciar cómo nos transforma a cada uno de
nosotros cuando abrimos confiadamente nuestro corazón a la
acción renovadora y salvadora de Dios es, sin lugar a dudas, no
sólo el milagro de la vida, sino el fruto que un día entregaremos
al Señor cuando nos encontremos en su presencia.
Y esa conversión nuestra es precisamente la razón por la cual el
Hijo de Dios se hizo como uno de nosotros (en todo excepto en el
pecado), para que nosotros, conociéndolo, seamos cada vez más
parecidos a El. O sea, nuestra humanidad se enriquece con su
presencia y ello nos lleva cada vez más al camino de divinidad
que Él nos invita a compartir por toda la eternidad. La Iglesia
reconoce en esta acción de Dios y a la respuesta que la persona
da por medio de la fe, como el “gran intercambio”. Jesús se hace
como nosotros, para que nosotros seamos como El.
Después del Domingo de Pascua hemos celebrado (a los
Católicos nos encanta celebrar) una semana de ocho días que se
llama Octava de Pascua y el segundo Domingo de Pascua lo
hemos celebrado con la maravillosa fiesta de la Divina
Misericordia, evento que vivimos con alegr ía, sencillez y en
comunidad en nuestro gimnasio. Pero a partir del Domingo de
Pascua se inicia también un “Gran Domingo” de cincuenta días
que nos invita a recordar, celebrar y reflexionar en la forma en
que el Resucitado se manifestó a los discípulos y a muchos más.
Esas apariciones culminaron con su Ascensión a los cielos y
posteriormente el don del Espíritu Santo a los apóstoles durante
Pentecostés. Esta solemnidad, la de Pentecostés, es en nuestr a
Iglesia la segunda más importante fiesta del año después de la
Pascua de Resurrección. Con Pentecostés se termina el “Gran
Domingo” y es por ello que ese día, en lugar de terminar la
Eucaristía exclamando ¡Aleluya! como lo hacemos durante la
Pascua, lo haremos repitiendo esa exclamación en dos ocasiones:
¡Aleluya, Aleluya!
Y como siempre insisto, no debemos cansarnos de preguntarnos:
¿Y todas esas fiestas y celebraciones, para qué nos sirven a
nosotros? ¿Qué tienen que ver con nosotros y nuestra experiencia
de vida? Esta es una pregunta que debe estar siempre presente en
la persona que desea crecer en su camino espiritual, porque la
respuesta que demos a esa pregunta es la que nos va dando la
medida de nuestra relación con el Señor y la forma en que
vivimos muestra vida.
Y entre todas las reflexiones que podemos hacer hay una muy
interesante en el capítulo 3 del Evangelio de San Juan. Es el
diálogo de Jesús con Nicodemo, aquel maestro de la ley que
representa a los que sólo reconocen la Antigua Alianza, la de
Moisés, mientras Jesús está abriendo el camino de la Nueva
Alianza con su propuesta de “nacer de nuevo”, de “nacer a una
nueva vida”. Eso es lo que J esús le ofr ece a Nicodemo , o sea, a
ti y a mi.
Pero el diálogo no es fácil para Cristo porque Nicodemo no
puede comprender sus enseñanzas, está demasiado aferrado a sus
creencias. Es por ello que Jesús dice: “lo que nace de la tierra es
de la tierra y habla de la tierra” . ¿Qué significa eso? Que
mientras la persona viva atada sólo a la dimensión material no
está preparada para recibir el mensaje de salvación, se priva de
recibir el mensaje de libertad absoluta que es el que nos ofrece
Jesús.

Quienes de alguna manera estamos en el camino de la
evangelización sabemos que a un corazón cerrado no es fácil
llegarle con el mensaje liberador de Cristo. Para la persona que
aún está atada a sus ideas o posesiones o a la fama o a la envidia
o al pecado, en sus diversas manifestaciones, el mensaje de
Jesucristo es difícil de asimilar porque no da respuesta a sus
intereses. Cuando en el corazón de la persona se han instalado los
ídolos (o sea, aquello que ocupa el lugar que le corresponde a
Dios) no hay lugar para Jesucristo.
Una y quizás la peor tragedia que azota al mundo de hoy es la
corrupción, porque es la madre de todos los demás males que
sacuden constantemente a nuestro mundo. La inmensa mayoría
de periódicos denuncian en forma permanente la corrupción en
todos los niveles, desde los gobiernos pasando por la industria
privada y tristemente, también en algunos dolorosos casos, en la
Iglesia también. Los grandes líderes del mundo y las personas
más ricas del mundo esconden sus fortunas en “paraísos
fiscales”. La pornografía azota a adultos y jóvenes de ambos
sexos. El respeto por la vida ha dejado paso al odio del uno por el
otro. Aquellos que buscan dirigir los destinos de las grandes
naciones (incluido nuestro país, USA) hacen sus campañas
basadas en sembrar odios y en insultar al rival sin pensar en
solucionar los problemas vitales de la nación.
“Lo que nace de la tierra es de la tierra y habla de la tierra”. El
poderoso que es corrupto no sólo toma decisiones que afectan la
vida de millones de personas, generalmente en aras de sus
ganancias personales, sino que tristemente en ese actuar pierde la
capacidad de comprender la inutilidad de sus ‘ganancias en la
tierra’ cuando está perdiendo los tesoros de una vida honesta y
más aún, cuando es incapaz de escuchar y aceptar el mensaje de
salvación. Para quien es aún de la tierra, el mensaje de salvación
es un mensaje que no tiene sentido. Pero no hablemos sólo de los
mal llamados ‘poderosos’, también vemos ese problema a nivel
local y de familia. El esposo infiel, la mujer que descuida a sus
hijos, el sacerdote que vive una doble vida. Todo eso habla de
una persona incapaz de comprender y de aceptar el mensaje de
Cristo, porque aún es de la tierra. Inclusive para Jesús fue difícil
llevar el mensaje de salvación a ese tipo de personas.
Generalmente sólo un terremoto en la vida hace remover a ese
tipo de persona el letargo de su conciencia. Por ejemplo una
traición muy dolorosa, una bancarrota causada por el derroche de
los bienes, la cárcel por algún delito cometido, una grave
enfermedad o una serio accidente son en ocasiones detonantes
que hacen a la persona reaccionar y preguntarse: ¿Qué clase de
vida es el que estoy llevando? ¿Es esto todo lo que puedo hacer y
esperar de la vida?
Es en esos momentos cuando una gran cantidad de personas
reaccionan (lamentablemente no todas), reflexionan, se
comprometen e inician un camino de cambio en donde, por fin,
son capaces de descubrir “al que viene de lo alto que está por
encima de todo”. El tiempo de Pascua es un tiempo propicio
para pedirle al Espíritu Santo que nos ayude a levantar la mirada
sobre nuestros intereses inmediatos para descubrir “al que viene
de lo alto”. Sólo el que viene de lo alto es capaz de dar le a
nuestra vida un nuevo giro, un nuevo sentido. Sólo Él es capaz de
hacernos seres nuevos y renovados. Pidamos para que el
reconocimiento de los ídolos y del pecado con un corazón
arrepentido nos ayuden a recibir en nuestras vidas la Pascua que
Jesús quiere para cada uno de nosotros.
P.Nelson

Mass Intentions

SUNDAY, April 10, 2016-Third Sunday of Easter
7:30
William Troy
Our Parishioners
9:00
Catherine Carolan
10:30 Theresa and Vincent Juliano
Mr. and Mrs. Edith and Theodore Adjovi
12:00 Julio Medina
Christopher Arce Gonzalez
Marta Rivera
1:30
Daniel Bahora 11th Birthday (Intentions)
5:00
Dorothy Reilly
Vicente Perez
MONDAY, April 11, 2016-Feast of St. Stanislaus
6:50
Andrew Pugliese
8:30
Divine Justice for the Mass Killings of
Innocent People by Criminal Gangs in
Central America
12:15 Sophie and Stanley Gay
TUESDAY, April 12, 2016-Feast of St. Zeno of Verona
6:50
St. Anthony
8:30
Bridget and Pat Joe Early
12:30 In Honor of St. Jude
Alina Irizarry
WEDNESDAY, April 13, 2016-Feast of St. Martin
6:50
Maria Kutty
8:30
Xavier Francis, Meera, Staven and
Jair Joseph (Intentions)
12:15 Domenica Ferraro
Sick of St. Helena’s Parish
7:30
Lydia Urena
THURSDAY, April 14, 2016-Feast of St. Peter Gonzalez
6:50
In Thanksgiving for Favors
8:30
Joanne Savino’s Intentions
12:15 Baby Shaylyn Ammerman
FRIDAY, April 15, 2016-Feast of St. Ruadan
6:50
All Souls
8:30
In Thanksgiving for Favors
12:15 The Improvement in Puerto Rico’s Economy
SATURDAY, April 16, 2016-Feast of St. Bernadette
6:50
Telma Anith and Family (Intentions)
8:30
In Thanksgiving for Favors
12:15 George Rosa
Steve Edward Perez and Joseph Anthony Perez
3:00
Confirmation Mass
5:30
Arinthia Politis
SUNDAY, April 17, 2016-Fourth Sunday of Easter
7:30
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal for
Special Intention That Was Granted for
Joyce Hoyt
9:00
John and Katherine Ford
10:30 Gora Sowe
12:00 Gracias al Señor
Our Parishioners
1:30
Carmen Martinez
5:00
Antonio Riccoboni, Rosa Riccoboni and
Luigi Riccoboni

Readings for the Week of April 10, 2016
Sunday: Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41/Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13/Rv 5:11-14/Jn 21:119 or 21:1-14
Monday: Acts 6:8-15/Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30/Jn 6:22-29
Tuesday: Acts 7:51--8:1a/Ps 31:3-4, 6-8, 17, 21/Jn 6:30-35
Wednesday: Acts 8:1b-8/Ps 66:1-7/Jn 6:35-40
Thursday: Acts 8:26-40/Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20/Jn 6:44-51
Friday: Acts 9:1-20/Ps 117:1-2/Jn 6:52-59
Saturday: Acts 9:31-42/Ps 116:12-17/Jn 6:60-69
Next Sunday: Acts 13:14, 43-52/Ps 100:1-3, 5/Rv 7:9, 14b-17/Jn 10:2730

