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and health failed. He was finally forced to file bankruptcy and, in a
final attempt to save William's health, the Setons sailed for Italy,
where William had business friends. Unfortunately, William died of
tuberculosis while in Italy. Elizabeth's one consolation was that he
had recently awakened to the things of God.

Elizabeth's deep concern for the spiritual welfare of her family and
friends eventually led her into the Catholic Church. In Italy,
Elizabeth captivated everyone by her kindness, patience, good
sense, wit, and courtesy. During this time Elizabeth became
interested in the Catholic Faith and, over a period of months, her
Italian friends guided her in Catholic instruction. Her desire for the
Bread of Life was to be a strong force leading her to the Catholic
Church. Having lost her mother at an early age, Elizabeth felt
great comfort in the idea that the Blessed Virgin was truly her
mother. She asked the Blessed Virgin to guide her to the True
Faith and officially joined the Catholic Church in 1805. At the
suggestion of the president of St. Mary's College in Baltimore,
Maryland, Elizabeth started a school in that city. The school had
originally been secular but once news of her entrance to
Catholicism spread, several girls were removed from her school. It
was then that Seton, and two other young women who helped her
in her work, began plans for a Sisterhood. They established the
first free Catholic school in America. When the young community
adopted their rule, they made provisions for Elizabeth to continue
raising her children.

On March 25, 1809, Elizabeth Seton pronounced her vows of
poverty, chastity, and obedience, binding for one year. From that
time she was called Mother Seton. Although Mother Seton herself
became afflicted with tuberculosis, she continued to guide her
children. The Rule of the Sisterhood was formally ratified in 1812.
It was based upon the Rule St. Vincent de Paul had written for his
Daughters of Charity in France. By 1818, in addition to their first
school, the sisters had established two orphanages and another
school. Today, six groups of sisters can trace their origins to
Mother Seton's initial foundation. HerS favorite prayer was the
23rd Psalm.

For the last three years of her life, Elizabeth felt that God was
getting ready to call her, and this gave her great joy. Mother
Seton died in 1821 at the age of 46, only sixteen years after
becoming a Catholic. She was beatified by Pope John XXIIl on
March 17, 1963 and was canonized on September 14, 1975 by
Pope Paul VI.

January 5 is the feast day of Jan Nepomucky Neumann (811 i
1860), a Catholic priest from Bohemia who
was born on March 28, 1811, in Prachatice to
Johann Philipp Neumann, a stocking knitter
and Agnes Lebisch. He attended a school in
Lesk® BudhRjovice, ope
Fathers, before entering the seminary in 1831.
Two years later he transferred to the Charles
University in Prague, where he studied
theology, though he was also interested in
astronomy and botany. By the time he was
twenty-four, he had learned six languages. His
goal was to be ordained to the priesthood, and he applied for this
after completing his studies in 1835.

His bishop, however, had decided that there would be no more
ordinations at that time, as Bohemia had numerous priests, and
he had difficulty finding positions for them all. Deeply inspired by
the letters of Father Frederic Baraga to the Leopold Missionary
Society, he volunteered to labor in America. So in 1836 Neumann
traveled to the United States in the hope of being ordained. He
arrived in New York City with one suit of clothes and one dollar in

t hei

his pocket. Three weeks later, Bishop John Dubois, of the Society
of Saint-Sulpice, ordained him at what is now the Old St. Patrick's
Cathedral in New York City.

After his ordination, Bishop Dubois assigned Neumann to work
with recent German immigrants in the Niagara Falls area, where
there were no established parish churches. His first assignment
was the Church of Sts. Peter and Paul in Williamsville, New York.
His parish in western New York stretched from Lake Ontario to
Pennsylvania. People laughed at the clumsy way Father Neumann
rode a horse; because he was short, his feet did not reach the
stirrups. He traveled the countrysided visited the sick, taught
catechism, and trained teachers to take over when he left.
Neumann took up full-time residence in North Bush as the first
pastor of St. John the Baptist Church (183671 40). He made this the
base for his missionary work.

Because of the work and the isolation of his parish, Father John
longed for community. In 1840, with Dubois' permission,

Neumann applied to join the Redemptorist Fathers, was accepted,
and entered their novitiate at St. Philomena's Church in

Pittsburgh. He was their first candidate in the New World and took
his religious vows as a member of the congregation in Baltimore,
in January 1842. While a novitiate for the Redemptorists, he
served at St. Alphonsus Church in Peru Township, Huron County,
Ohio for five months before returning to New York. He served as
the pastor of St. Augustine Church in Elkridge, Maryland, from
1849 to 1851. After six years of difficult but fruitful work in
Maryland, Neumann became the Provincial Superior for the United
States. The priest was naturalized as a United States citizen in
Baltimore on February 10, 1848. He also served as parish priest at
St. Alphonsus Church in Baltimore.

On March 28, 1852, he was consecrated bishop of Philadelphia at
the suggestion of Archbishop Francis Kenrick of Baltimore. As
bishop, Neumann founded fifty churches in the diocese, advanced
the program on the cathedral, and was noted especially for his
contribution to Catholic education. Finding only two parochial
schools at his arrival, Neumann established nearly one hundred by
the time of his passing. He also cared for the poor and orphans,
and founded the Sisters of the Third Order of St. Francis. He is the
first United States bishop (and to date the only male citizen) to be
canonized. While Bishop of Philadelphia, Neumann founded the
first Catholic diocesan school system in the United States. He was
beatified by Pope Paul VI in 1963 and was canonized in 1977.
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