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FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BVM

_ August 15
ST. HELENA - Feast: August 18 The Primary Feast of Mary and

Saint Helena is distinguished in history as the woman led by God The Second Infallible Declaration
to find the True Cr os sTheHeastoftlieWssunfptioh of thd BleSsed Virgin Mary celebrates
crucifixion. She was the mother of BOTH the happy departure of Mary from this life and the
Constantine the Great and was born around assumption of her body into heaven. Though not the oldest, it is

248 AD in Drepanum, which is located in considered the principal feast of the Blessed Virgin.
modern day Turkey.
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Regarding the day, year, and mann
She married Constantius Chorus, who for certain is known. The earliest literary
would later became co-Regent of the reference to the Assumption is found in \\ !
Western part of the Roman Empire, but in the Greek work De Obitu S. Dominae \\\\\‘

order for that to happen, he had to divorce Early Christian writers have given dates for
Helena and marry Theodora, the step- Maryodés death betweer \ N\
daughter of the Emperor Maximinianus, but years after Chri st osy \
her son remained faithful to her, and cities claim to be the place of her
following the death of Constantius Chlorus, Constantine succeeded departure: Jerusalem and Ephesus. =
him and summoned his mother to the imperial court and Common consent favors Jerusalem, which \W/ )
conferred on her the title of Augusta. He ordered that all honor claims to have preserved her tomb, but N
should be paid to her as the mother of the sovereign, and he had others argue for Ephesus because Mary
coins struck bearing her effigy. would have gone there with St. John to

She embraced Christianity fol | gwWwhangthedardgaw gheeoffis ¢t o 2~




